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He might have beaten Bruce, but he could not have con-
quered the Scottish nation and kept it down by force of
arms. His plans, promising as they were at the outset, had
failed, and his efforts to force them to success had only
made failure more hopeless. He had wished to unite Eng-
land and Scotland; all he had done was to divide them more
deeply than they had ever been divided before. Under the
sturdy blows of the " Malleus Scotorum " had been forged
the tough steel of a nation's character.

CHAPTER 19
EDWARD II (1307-1327)
1. EARLY MISRULE
Kings, like ordinary men, sometimes stand revealed by
their favourite tastes, William I was a great hunter, " loving character
the red deer as their father "; Richard I enjoyed the struggle Edward n
of a tournament; Henry VIII was a mighty wrestler and
great at casting the bar; each of these tastes somewhat
betrays the man; Elizabeth*s wardrobe illustrates her
vanity, just as the love of " sauntering " tells us more than
a little of Charles II, the leaden saints round the brim of
the hat display Louis XI of France, and the homely leg of
mutton and apple dumplings describe George III. Edward
II also had his favourite amusements. He was fond of row-
ing and driving, and proud of his skill in digging ditches
and thatching roofs. And he loved also to play at " cross
and pile ": that is to say, tossing a coin and crying heads
or tails.
He was a weak man, placed in a situation which made the and of
worst of his weakness.  He did not carry on the work that   s me
his father had begun in the consolidation of England; still
less could he complete the task which had proved too much
for his father, namely, the conquest of Scotland.   He was
unlucky too in the men about him.  Even Henry III, who